Listening comprehension by Martin Ehrensberger

Adele — A London girl with a great voice
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PRE-LISTENING

TASK 1. Puzzle. Look at the pictures of these artists (PIC 1- PIC 5) and combine them
with their corresponding names (A — G) and one of their most famous songs (a-g) Be
careful: There is one name of the musicians and one song title in the list that do not fit to
any of the pictures! Complete the grid below

PIC PIC 4

PIC 1 ARTISTS
PIC 3
A) Spice Girls B) Adele C) Desuny s child
D) Lauryn Hill E) Mary J. Blige F) Mel C.
SONG TITLES
a) Killing Me Softly b) Wannabe c) My Heart Will Go On
d) Say My Name e) Hello f) Family Affair
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PICTURES:
ARTISTS:
SONG TITLES:

= Which of the artists is currently the most popular?

TASK 2:
What might be reasons for Adele’s current success? Create a short mind map and share

your ideas with your partner.
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= Go online and find out the most important awards Adele has received in her career so
far. Write them on the lines below. If you were Adele, what would be the most
important awards for you? Discuss your ideas with your partner.
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TASK 3: Work in pairs.
Describe the pictures to each other without showing them to each other.

PIC 7

PIC 8

Your pictures show Adele on stage. Do you like her music? Say why or why not and
explain your decision in five sentences. Write them on the lines below.

Read your explanation to your partner. Compare and discuss it. What are the similarities
and what are the differences?
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TASK 4:
Below you can see a list with some of Adele’s most popular songs.

Rolling in the Deep Hello

) ) Rumour Has It
Set Fire to the Rain Skyfall

Hometown Glory Someone Like You

If your favourite Adele song is missing, you can add it.
Make a ranking with your TOP-5 Adele songs. Write them in the box below.

My Adele Wit LisH

o & 0 bR

Compare your hit list with your partner’s. Discuss the similarities and the differences.
Go online and find the lyrics for your number one song. What is it about? Talk about
it with your neighbours.

TASK 5:
Carry out a survey in class asking the following questions.

= Who likes Adele?

=> Why he/ she does or does not like her music.

= What are the top three most popular songs in your class?
= Why is Adele so popular all around the world?

= What do you know about her private life?

Create a poster with the results for your classroom.
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VOCABULARY

Word Salad: Find the words for the definitions in the grid. There are three words in the
grid without a definition. Find them and write them on the lines below with a suitable
definition of your own.

RIMUO|TIAIS|IR|GIX|B|V|Q
D IIN/FILIUE|N|CIE|Q|A|P
YIUF|S|X|DF K EKERA
S|UO|J|LIC|IO|I |H|U|IP|S|R
TILIRIEICIEIN|T|L|Y|E|F|T
AMIGISILIUQA|T|Y|I|V]|L
GIUE|S|SIHIQF|I|RIMIL|Y
EIHT| T HAKGHDA|P|I
XIHTIUAMAIZ|I|NIG|V|L
M{JIA|TIAIHMQM|L|IT|J|F
TIPIBINIK[{J|IC|R|X|C|N|T|O
TIULIOOKIA|L|I|K|E|B|R
G|J|E|IlK|HIPINW|O K QM
XIEIMKIQ|U| I IN|IC|L|U|D|E
AWE|I|GH| T DQG|VIQ|R
QQ|T|S|FIP/AY FIA|C|Q|L
DI BI[RIOJA|ID|IL|Y|X|R|V|E|C
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Synonym: memorable

The effect that somebody/something has on the way a person thinks or behaves or on the way
that something works or develops

A person who looks very similar to the person mentioned

Not long ago

To form a picture in your mind of what something might be like

More than a smile

To make somebody/something part of something

To some extent; not completely

In a strong or definite way

That existed in earlier times

To try and give an answer or make a judgement about something without being sure of all the
facts

A raised area, usually in a theatre, etc. where actors, dancers, etc. perform

3 Additional words:

READ ON JETZT GRATIS TESTEN

VOKABELTRAINER
e R Ob unterwegs oder zu Hause: Mit dem Read On Vokabel-

UND UNTERWEGS

’ trainer erweitern Sie spielend Ihren englischen Wortschatz.

\‘ Kontextbezogenes Vokabular zu jeder Ausgabe von Read On,
inklusive Aussprache durch Native Speakers.

- 1'54‘ ' | Testen Sie gratis die App zur Easy English Sprachzeitung.
//{

Jetzt herunterladen im App Store oder bei Google Play!

SNAHP ITUNGEN *
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LISTENING COMPREHENSION

TASK 1: Listen to the text and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or
false (F). Put a tick (¥) in the correct box.

T F

1) | Adele has got headaches because of her success.

2) | First Adele grew up in the south of London and later in the north.

3) | Adele was raised mainly by her very young mother.

4) | The American artist Etta James had a huge influence on Adele’s musical
style.

5) | Atthe age of 14, Adele attended the popular Brit performing arts school in
Croydon.

6) | Her first album was called ‘19’, the age when she finished recording it.

7) | Almost 30 million CDs were sold of her second album ‘21,

8) | Simon Konecki is the father of Adele’s son Angelo.

9) | Many people in the UK liked the video in which Adele appeared as her own
lookalike.

10) | Millions of fans are sure that Adele has the same sexy image as Beyoncé.

11) | Adele often performs without her shoes on stage.

12) | Even when she received an award from Prince Charles in 2013, Adele was
herself.

TASK 2:
Listen to the text and finish the sentences in two to five words. One word isn’t enough!

a) Although Adele is unbelievably popular and successful, the success hasn’t

b) Adele was brought up by her mother because her father left when she

c) After Adele had uploaded some of her demo-songs on social media sites,

d) After her first album ‘19’ was released in 2008, it was a success on

e) ‘21’ stayed Nol for 11 weeks and has sold more than
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f) Her latest CD ‘25’ has become the

g) On a BBC comedy show, nobody realised that is was the real Adele until she

h) Even when she meets royalty, Adele

i) Although Adele was proud when she got the award, that didn’t stop her

POST-LISTENING/READING
Guided writing:

You have the chance to interview Adele. You are allowed to ask her four questions. Write
an article about the interview for your school magazine.

Include the following aspects:
¢ Why Adele has become a singer.
¢ What the reasons for her success might be.
¢ What her private and professional future plans are
e Another personal question you asked her

Write about 200 words.

Hinweis: Sie kdnnen Ihre Vorlage aus dem Read On Online-Service fur Ihren eigenen Unterricht
gerne vervielfaltigen. lhre Zugangsdaten durfen Sie jedoch nicht an Dritte weitergeben.
Jede Art der Mehrfachnutzung lhres personlichen Abos verstof3t gegen das Urheberrecht.
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ANSWER KEY

PRE-LISTENING:

TASK 1:
PICTURES: 1 2 3 4 5
ARTISTS: C E A
SONG TITLES: d f b e
VOCABULARY: U
I IN[FILIUEIN|C|E P
F A
S| O R
T| |[RIE|ICIE|N|T|L|Y T
Al |G I L
G|U|E|S|S FIT|RIMILY
El [T A
T |AIM|A|Z| | |N|G
A I F
B C N| |O
LIO|OK|A|L|IKIE|] |R
E P M
[ IN|C|L|U|D|E
WE|I|GH|T R
A
BIRIO|JA|D|L|Y

Capital: the most important town or city of a country, usually where the central government
operates from

Amazing: very surprising, especially in a way that makes you feel pleasure or admiration
Weight: how heavy somebody/something is, which can be measured in, for example, kilograms
or pounds
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LISTENING-COMPREHENSION:
TASK 1

1)F 2)F 3T 4T 5F 6F 7)F 8T 9T 10F 11)T 12)T

TASK 2

a) gone to her head.

b) was just two years old

¢) record companies started noticing her.
d) both sides of the Atlantic

e) 30 million copies worldwide

f) fastest-selling alboum ever

g) opened her mouth to sing.

h) Adele is always herself

i) bursting into her typical giggles.

SOURCES:

PIC 1: Destiny’s Child

By Concert (Own work) [CC BY 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0) or GFDL
(http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html)], via Wikimedia Commons
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b6/Destiny%27s_Child_Tour.jpg

PIC 2: Lauryn Hill

By Brennan Schnell (Flickr: Lauryn Hill) [CC BY 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via
Wikimedia Commons

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/49/Lauryn_Hill_2012.jpg

PIC 3: Spice Girls

By Ezekiel. (Own work) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ac/Spice_Girls_in_Toronto%2C_Ontario.jpg
PIC 4: Adele

By nikotransmission [CC BY 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6a/Adele_someone_like_you_-_Cropped.jpg
PIC 5: Mary J. Blige

By U.S. Navy photo by Photographer's Mate 2nd Class Rob Rubio. [Public domain], via Wikimedia
Commons
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7e/Mary_J._Blige_National_Mall3.jpg

PIC 6: Adele signature

By Adele Adkins (www.natedsanders.com) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bf/Adele_Signature.svg

PIC 7: Adele

By Adele_-_Live 2009 _(2).jpg: CHRISTOPHER MACSURAK derivative work: Truu (Adele_-
_Live_2009_(2).jpg) [CC BY 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/04/Adele_-_Live 2009 %282%?29 cropped.jpg
PIC 8: Adele singing

By Niko D from Sammamish, WA, USA (Adele - Seattle, WA - 8/12/2011) [CC BY 2.0
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c2/Adele_-_ Seattle%2C_ WA - 8.12.2011.jpg
By Lucio Eastman (Free State Project - PorcFest 2009 - Open Carry) [CC BY 2.0
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/75/New_Hampshire_Open_Carry_2009.jpg
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