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Topics: Guns ¢ shootings « politics * society

This cartoon interpretation is written in American English.

1 In this cartoon from Guy Parsons, a group of six people stand underneath a cycle of four
thought bubbles. The top thought bubble reads “Oh no! More gun violence!” and an arrow points
from it to the next thought bubble: “I should get a gun!” This leads to the next statement, “More
gun violence,” which is then followed by “Get more guns.” This last thought leads back to the
original statement. The six people, all with different skin tones and backgrounds, beneath these
thoughts all have different expressions on their faces. Three of the men have one bulging eye
each, and they all look worried. A woman with blue hair and a pearl necklace throws her hands
up in the air and looks as if she doesn’t know what to do. A man next to her with a tiny green hat
holds a finger to his face, as if he’s thinking, and a woman on the left side of the cartoon looks
concerned as two beads of sweat fall from her forehead.

2 The cartoon shows one particular reaction to mass shootings in the United States. A shooting
occurs, and people decide that they can protect themselves or even prevent future shootings by
getting a gun. More shootings occur, and rather than admit that the “get a gun” solution may not
be the right solution, people double-down and say, “Well, | guess we need even more guns.”
More guns means more shootings. And so the cycle continues.

3 The cartoonist may have been inspired by the recent mass shootings at a supermarket in
Buffalo, New York, and at an elementary school in Uvalde, Texas. After the shooting in Uvalde,
where 19 children and two adults were killed by one teenager with a gun, the prices of gun and
ammunition stocks increased. Within two days of the Uvalde shooting, the gunmaker Smith &
Wesson saw its stock go up by 8.4%. This isn’t a new phenomenon. It's common for gun stocks
to increase after mass shootings, as it’s thought that people will rush to buy guns — some out of
a desire to protect themselves and some out of fear that guns will be banned or restricted.

4 The cartoon does a good job of suggesting that this rush to buy more guns will not solve the
problem of gun violence. It will only add to it. Uvalde might be a good example of this. Over 40%
of the city’s budget reportedly goes towards policing, and the school district even has its own
dedicated police force. More police officers with more guns didn’t stop an 18-year-old boy from
killing 21 people — in fact, it took the police and their guns over an hour to even enter the
shooter’s classroom. Some politicians in the state, like Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton,
know how shootings like the one in Uvalde can be prevented, though: He told Fox News that we
just need to buy more guns and give them to more teachers.
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